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Kids at Hope Announces a Revolutionary Breakthrough in

Support of the Success of All Children, NO EXCEPTIONS!

Kids at Hope, a national youth development initiative that focuses on the science of hope, optimism and success by providing professional development services, strategies, and program enhancement support to schools, youth serving organizations, families and communities has developed a powerful new technology designed to validate and document whether children are benefitting from meaningful and sustainable relationships when they attend classes or programs.

“For too many years society has believed if our young people attend school or participate in a program they will benefit,” noted Rick Miller, Founder of Kids at Hope. “The science is very clear, children first benefit if they have a meaningful and sustainable relationship with the adults who are their teachers, counselors, youth workers, or mentors. Programs don’t make a difference, people do,” added, Miller.

Although the human service, youth development, recreation and education sectors have  known about the importance of relationships, no individual or group has ever created a system or technology capable of identifying whether such meaningful and sustainable relationships are occurring for every single young person. 
“We roll the dice everyday when it comes to kid’s futures,” explained Miller. “We keep our fingers crossed that adults are connecting with our students, but we have never actually monitored, validated or documented that valued information. In other words we really don’t know.”
Kids at Hope calls its system, “Aces Tracking” a metaphor that is based around the knowledge that there are four dominant relationships which children need from adults that support their success. The first is called the Ace of Hearts, which represents the unconditional love and support offered by parents. The second, the Ace of Clubs which identifies those other adults in a child’s life who know and care about the young person. The third ace is the Ace of Spades, representing that special adult or adults who believe in the student sometimes more than the student believes in his or herself. They measure children on potential while others can only judge on behavior. And the final relationship is the Ace of Diamonds, symbolizing those adults who create opportunities for children to succeed.
“The question then becomes simple, but profound,” offered Miller. “At the end of the day did our children receive Aces-yes or no?  If so, which kids are receiving what Ace or Aces from which adults and which children are in our schoolhouses and youth programs disconnected and anonymous.  Aces Tracking answers those questions and offers suggestions about what can be done if children are disconnected from adults.”
Organizations using the Aces Tracking System will upload their class or membership roster onto a password and secured website which permits teachers and other adults including support staff such as bus drivers, cafeteria personnel, and other caring adults to determine if they have created a meaningful and sustainable relationship with students. 

“If you wish to know whether any child is being left behind, here is the answer,” stated Miller

“There have been very few revolutionary breakthroughs in not only understanding how some children succeed and others fail but we have also lacked the capacity to collect the type of information we need to help all children succeed, without exception,” noted Miller
Kids at Hope believes that the Aces Tracking System will truly transform the understanding about what a meaningful and sustainable relationship is and how we monitor, validate and document that information in support of all children’s future.

For more information about Aces Tracking and how your school, youth program or organization can benefit contact Kids at Hope toll free at 866 275 HOPE or visit www.kidsathope.org 

The End
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